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WHERE IS THE SCHOOL OF INFANTRY (SOI)? Graduates of MCRD Parris Island attend the 
School of Infantry (East) Camp Geiger, which is located next to Marine Corps Air Station New River, NC.  
 
WHO ATTENDS? All non-infantry Marines attend training at Marine Combat Training (MCT) Battalion; 
infantry Marines attend training at Infantry Training Battalion (ITB).  
 
WHAT IS MARINE COMBAT TRAINING (MCT)? The Marine Combat Training Battalion’s mission 
is to instruct non-infantry, entry-level Marines in designated common combat skills in order to facilitate 
future mission accomplishment and survival in a combat environment. MCT consists of 29 days of Marine 
Corps Common Combat Skills training. Upon completion of the course, Marines report to their assigned 
MOS schools.  
 
WHAT IS THE INFANTRY TRAINING BATTALION (ITB)? The Infantry Training Battalion's 
mission is to train and qualify infantry Marines in the Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) of 0311 
Rifleman, 0331 Machine-gunner, 0341 Mortar-man, 0351 Assault-man, or 0352 Anti-tank Guided Missile-
man. ITB consists of a 59-day course, which includes a 2-week common combat skills package then MOS-
specific training. Upon completion of the course, Marines report to the Security Forces or Operational 
Forces of the Marine Corps.  
 
HOW DO I GET TO SOI? The entrance to the School of Infantry is located just within the front gate of 
Marine Corps Air Station, New River off of Highway 17. It is 2 miles south of Jacksonville, NC. For 
detailed directions to New River's front gate, use any travel site such as www.mapquest.com, 
www.randmcnally.com or www.expedia.com. Enter “1500 Curtis Road, Jacksonville, NC 28540” as your 
destination. These sites are not endorsed by the United States Marine Corps. Once aboard the Air 
Station, follow signs for the School of Infantry; once aboard Camp Geiger, follow signs for SOI Student 
Check-in.  
 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I LEAVE MCRD? Listen, read, pay attention, and ask questions about your 
orders before departing the Recruit Depot. You are entitled to one day of travel, and ten days leave after 
recruit training. You may report to SOI early in order to save leave, if desired. While on leave, non-infantry 
Marines may contact their recruiter for participation in the Permissive Recruiter Assistance Support 
Program (PRASP). If selected by the recruiter for the program, ensure you bring with you all endorsements 
related to such program upon checking in to SOI. Unless approved by HQMC (MMEA-11/ELTA), 
Infantry-bound and Reserves Marines are NOT authorized PRASP.  
 
WHEN DO I REPORT? You are required to check in no later than 1300 on the date designated on your 
orders. You can find these by looking on the signed receiving endorsement on the bottom front paper of 
your orders. REPORT DIRECTLY TO THE SCHOOL IF YOU ARRIVE EARLY – DO NOT GET 
A HOTEL ROOM IN TOWN. During regular working hours (0700-1700) report to building TC-860 
(Student Administration); during non-working hours and weekends, report to building TC-846 (SOI 
Headquarters), which is located one block south of Student Administration.  
 
URINALYSIS TESTING. All Marines reporting in for training at Camp Geiger will be screened/tested 
for illegal substance abuse (i.e. illegal drugs) upon arrival. Abstain from illegal drug use and avoid placing 
yourself in a situation where your Core Values may be compromised (i.e. parties where drugs are present) 
while home on leave and/or on Permissive Recruiters' Assistance Support Program (PRASP).  
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAIL: Much of your training will be conducted in the field. Mail will be delivered as often as possible. 
Large packages that require your signature for receipt are STRONGLY discouraged. Your address will be:  
(Grade, Last Name, First Name, MI, Last 4 of SSN)  
Co. __ _ , Class ___ , ( ___ Plat)  
MCT Bn or ITB Bn, SOI, MCB  
PSC BOX 20166  
Camp Lejeune, NC 28542-0166  
 
CONTACT INFORMATION: You may obtain additional information about the School of Infantry (East) 
via the internet at www.lejeune.usmc.mil/soi. Should you need any assistance during your transition from 
MCRD to SOI, or have any questions, do not hesitate to contact the School of Infantry Student Admin at 
(910) 449-0441/0442/0443. During non-working hours (1700-0700 Monday-Friday, weekends, and 
holidays), call the SOI Officer of the Day (910) 449-0179.  

 
DO'S AND DO NOT'S 

 
DO NOT bring your computer, or any other personal communication device.  
DO NOT bring your privately owned vehicle (POV), you are not authorized to have a vehicle while at 
MCT or ITB.  
DO NOT bring knives or other personal weapons.  
DO NOT bring your spouse or children; billeting is not available to Marines under instruction/training.  
DO NOT spend all of your money when you are home on leave.  
DO NOT gives any uniform items away. You must report in with your complete uniform issue. Missing 
items, lost or unserviceable must be replaced. You pay for replacements.  
DO NOT hang out in town, if arriving early in Jacksonville, NC. There are people who make a living by 
taking advantage of your ignorance of the area.  
DO NOT get a Hotel room in town. You can check into SOI 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  
DO NOT lose your original orders! Neither SOI nor your MOS school is your first duty station. You will 
need your original orders when you get to your first duty station to settle your travel claim and get 
reimbursed.  
DO report in the Service "A" uniform.  
DO report in early, if desired.  
DO, hand carry 2 complete sets of camouflage uniforms in your carry-on bag! Luggage routinely gets 
misplaced during transit; if you arrive without sufficient uniform items and your records, you will not be 
able to begin training as scheduled. Include in your carry-on bag: 2 sets of utilities, to include: rank 
insignia (if any), combat boots, green T-shirt, matching camouflage covers, Tan Belt, hygiene kit, 
health & dental records, Service Record Book, ID Card, ID tags, and orders with all endorsements 
(including PRASP assignment).  
DO, if married, bring your original marriage certificate and your spouse’s original birth certificate, and a 
copy of their social security card. If you have children, bring their original birth certificates and copies of 
their social security cards. With the exception of the social security cards, be sure you have the originals, as 
they will enable you to start the allowances you rate by having dependents, (BAH, FSA, issue ID Card, etc.)  
DO bring a complete Direct Deposit Start Up Form (SF-1009A), if you are planning to change financial 
institutions.  
DO bring your Guidebook for Marines, General Military Subjects, Series Taught Classes and Field 
Training Unit Student Handouts that you received while at MCRD Parris Island; you will need these 
references during training.  
DO continue to PT while at home, keep in shape, stay off the couch, and keep away from junk food, 
alcohol, and smoking. You will hike over 30 kilometers, participate in regular PT programs, and perform 
other highly strenuous activities while training at SOI.  
DO bring at least 2 sets of appropriate civilian attire.  
You can bring a cell phone but be aware that you cannot use your cell phone during training periods 
and while in the field.  Cell phones are secured with personal gear prior to field training.  

 
 
 
 

www.lejeune.usmc.mil/soi


AIR AND GROUND TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION 
 
CAMP GEIGER, MCB CAMP LEJEUNE, NC - The main entrance is through the main gate of New 
River Air Station on State Highway 17, 2 miles south of Jacksonville, NC  
 
CAMP GEIGER AND CAMP LEJEUNE are serviced by the following:  
Albert Ellis Airport - Located 14 miles northwest of Jacksonville, NC. Taxi fare from the airport to Camp 
Geiger is approximately $30.00.  
Scheduled Bus Service – The bus terminal is serviced by Carolina Trailways and Greyhound and is 
located inside the city limits of Jacksonville, NC. Taxi from the Jacksonville, NC terminal to Camp Geiger 
is approximately $15.00.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Required Items Qty  
 2  
Wash cloths  2  
Shower shoes  1 pair  
Toiletries bag  1  
Toothpaste  1  
Tooth brush  1  
Dental floss  1  
Mouthwash  1  
Soap box  1  
Soap  2 bars  
Hand sanitizer  2 small bottles  
Baby wipes  2 small packs  
Feminine products (females only)  2-week supply  
Deodorant  1  
Anti-fungal powder  1  
Cotton swabs  1 box  
Band aids  1 box  
Nail clippers  1 set  
Razor  1  
Razorblades  10  
Shaving cream  1  
Eyeglasses (if applicable)  1 set  
Insect repellant  2 small bottles  
Laundry pins  2  
Laundry bag  2  
Moleskin  1 package  
Hand brush  1  
Boot inserts  2 pair  
Boot bands  3 sets  
Boot laces 72"  1 set  
Sewing kit & mirror  1  
Running shoes  1 pair  
PT shorts  4  
White PT socks  4 pair  
Sports bras (females only)  6  
Whistle  1  
Ear plugs  2 pairs  
Camouflage face paint  1 set  
Black marker  1  
Ball point pens  3  
Small notebook  1  
Mapping pens  2 black superfine  
Lock Set w/Cable  1  
Flashlight  1  
“D” Batteries  2 packs  
Gun towel  1  
Scrub brush  1  



  
Marines are required to report to SOI with the following uniform items from their initial issue 
 Article  Qty  
BAG, DUFFEL: w/carrying strap  2  
BELT, REFLECTIVE, SAFETY  1  
BELT, TROUSERS: web, khaki  2  
BOOTS, MARINE CORPS COMBAT: hot 
weather (HW), pr  

1  

BOOTS, MARINE CORPS COMBAT: temperate 
weather (TW), pr  

1  

BUCKLE: f/belt, gold plated (coat)  1  
BUCKLE: f/belt, web, khaki, gold plated  2  
CAP, COMBAT UTILITY: field, desert 
MARPAT w/embroidered emblem  

1  

CAP, COMBAT UTILITY: field, woodland 
MARPAT w/embroidered emblem  

1  

CAP, COMBAT UTILITY: garrison, desert 
MARPAT w/embroidered emblem  

1  

CAP, COMBAT UTILITY: garrison, woodland 
MARPAT w/embroidered emblem  

1  

CAP, GARRISON, MAN'S: all-season 
polyester/wool gabardine, green  

1  

CLASP, NECKTIE: gold plated  1  
COAT, COMBAT UTILITY: desert MARPAT 
w/embroidered emblem and embroidered desert 
MARPAT name and service tape  

2  

COAT, COMBAT UTILITY: woodland 
MARPAT w/embroidered emblem and 
embroidered woodland MARPAT name and 
service tape  

3  

COAT, MAN'S: all-season polyester/wool 
gabardine, green, w/belt  

1  

COAT, MAN'S: all-weather  1  
CROWN, SERVICE CAP: all-season 
polyester/wool gabardine, green  

1  

CROWN, SERVICE CAP: polyester/rayon, white  1  
DRAWERS, MAN’S: cotton, white, pr  6  
FRAME, SERVICE CAP  1  
GLOVES: leather, black, pr  1  
INSIGNIA, BRANCH OF SERVICE: dress cap, 
gold plated, screw post  

1  

INSIGNIA, BRANCH OF SERVICE: garrison 
cap, black, screw post  

1  

INSIGNIA, BRANCH OF SERVICE: service cap, 
black, screw post  

1  

INSIGNIA, BRANCH OF SERVICE: service 
uniform collar, black, pr  

1  

INSIGNIA, BUTTON: dress cap, gold plated, 
screw post  

2  

INSIGNIA, BUTTON: service cap, black, screw 
post  

2  

NECKTIE: khaki  2  
SHIRT,MAN'S:polyester/wool, khaki, long-sleeve 2  



SHIRT MAN'S: polyester/wool, khaki, quarter-
length-sleeve  

3  

SHOES, DRESS: black, pr  1  
SOCKS: athletes, PT, white, pr  3  
SOCKS: boot, coyote brown, pr  6  
SOCKS: dress, black, pr  3  
SWEAT PANTS: green w/insignia  1  
SWEAT SHIRT: green w/insignia  1  
SWEATER: pull-over, olive green, w/epaulettes  1  
TROUSERS, COMBAT UTILITY: desert 
MARPAT w/embroidered desert MARPAT name 
tape  

2  

TROUSERS, COMBAT UTILITY: woodland 
MARPAT w/embroidered woodland MARPAT 
name tape  

3  

TROUSERS, MAN'S: all-season polyester/wool 
gabardine, blue, pr  

1  

TROUSERS, MAN'S: all-season polyester/wool 
gabardine, green, pr  

2  

TRUNKS, GENERAL PURPOSE: nylon, olive 
green, pr  

3  

UNDERSHIRT: cotton, olive green  6  
UNDERSHIRT, MAN’S: cotton, white, crew-
neck  

3  

 


